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Special Meeting re: MWBE Program


February 9, 2005

The School Board of Palm Beach County, Florida, met in the Winona Webb Jordan Board Chambers, 3300 Forest Hill Boulevard, West Palm Beach, Florida, on February 9, 2005, at 3:30 p.m. Board Members present were Chairman Thomas Lynch, Vice Chairman William Graham, Paulette Burdick, Monroe Benaim, Mark Hansen, Sandra Richmond and Debra Robinson.  Also present were Superintendent Art Johnson, Chief Operating Officer Joe Moore, Chief Academic Officer Ann Killets, Chief Officer of Administration Gerald Williams and Chief Counsel to the School Board JulieAnn Rico-Allison.

Dr. Otelia DuBose, Director of Diversity in Business Practices, summarized the following topics regarding the Office of Diversity in Business Practices Status Report: History of the M/WBE Policy; Causation Study and Anecdotal Analysis; Board Direction at the 12/20/04 Workshop; Race-Neutral Program Options; Comparison of Proposed District SLMBE Program to the Existing Palm Beach County SBE Program; Legal Considerations; and Superintendent’s Recommendation.

Mr. Moore stated that the idea is to refine the program that is already in place and today’s recommendation would complete the policy.

Board Members exchanged extensive dialogue regarding the percentage of surveys that came from Palm Beach County vendors and discussed the Small Business Program implemented by Palm Beach County.

For the Record: Mr. Lynch expressed his concerns that the program is not proving to be successful and feels there is a different approach the District could use to save time and money.

Board Members were in consensus to allow staff to bring back a policy.

The meeting adjourned at 3:55 p.m.
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Date of Approval

Note:
Audio tapes are maintained by the Board Office for official record of these proceedings.

